Poultry vaccination is an area which
requires high degree of precision and
accuracy alongwith tough standards for
producing the right kind of vaccines to
combat commonly found diseases in

the poultry industry

HE poultry vaccine industry
in India has a direct linkage
with the status and development
of poultry farming in our country.
The poultry industry, that is,
producers of chicken have to use
live and killed poultry vaccines
to protect chicks from various
kinds of discases. It may be
stated that the Indian poultry
industry, although sufficiently
well-developed in  terms  of
production of chicks and
broilers, has yet to achieve the
level of specialisation and
modernisation that is being
practised in the developed
countries of the world.

No doubt, some hatcheries are,
practising techniques including
timely vaccination for prevention
of diseases in chicks and broilers,
however, there is a vast segment
of farms in the industry who are
still using old and outdated
techniques and who are largely
depending upon  unscientific
methods for preventing diseases
in the chicks.

Poultry vaccination is an area
which requires high degree of
precision and accuracy alongwith
tough standards for producing
the right kind of vaccines to
combat  commonly  found

diseases in the poultry industry.

According  to  recently
published newspaper reports and
information gathered from the
industry sources, atleast one
crore chickens have died in
different parts of India in the
past three months after a severe
outbreak of the infectious bursal
disease.

Many poultry farms in Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Gujarat and
Maharashtra watched helplessly
as a very large number of
chickens have died in the farms
due to a sudden outbreak of the
disease.

Poultry birds 1 to 14 weeks of
age are prone to the infectious
bursal disease commonly known
as the Gumboro disease.
Although India has a few
suppliers of good quality
vaceines it has still a long way to
go  in developing effective
vaccines for all kinds of diseases
prevailing in the poultry industry.

The above example is a case in
point showing a wide disparity
between the kinds and varieties
of vaccines that are actually
required vis-a-vis the ones that
are feally. manufactured in our
country. Further, reports have

clearly shown that the gumboro
vaccine imported by HPL from
Ghen has shown excellent results
in the field.

Mortality in chicks, which was
beyond 50 per cent after using
other vaccines, has come down
to nearly 6 per cent (normal
mortality in an average poultry
farm is 3 to 4 per cent). This
claim of HPL has been well
substantiated with newspaper
clippings in the enclosures. Also,
MBL'’s ‘Inacti/Vac-BD3" which is
the only gumboro killed vaccine
with variant strains available in
the market has been able to
protect the breeder population
and has aiso enabled breeding
companies to have higher
anti-body fitres in the one day
old chicks produced by the
breeding stock, which have been
vaccinated by Inacti/Vac-BD3,

India, today, is the fifth largest,
producer of chicken in the
world. But technology-wise it is
yet to be at par with the others.
Till recently, the two main rea-
sons for India being backward in
poultry were: g
» Poultry farming, till 1986, was
considered a cottage industry
with people having a few birds in
the “backyard -of=their -houses.:







